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SUBJECT: PONIATOWSKI VISIT TO POLAND, SEPT 5-9 

1. FRENCH INTERIOR MINISTER MICHEL PONIATOWSKI GOT THE RED 
CARPET DURING HIS FIVE-DAY VISIT HERE, INCLUDING RECEPTION 
BY PZPR FIRST SECRETARY EDWARD GIEREK AND COUNCIL OF STATE 
CHAIRMAN HENRYK JABLONSKI AND AMPLE, THROUGH UNSUBSTANTIVE, 
MEDIA COVERAGE. FRENCH SECRETARY OF STATE FOR HEALTH AND 
SOCIAL ACTION, RENE LENOIR, WAS THE ONLY OTHER MEMBER OF 
PONIATOWSKI'S DELEGATION LISTED BY NAME IN THE PRESS. 
PONIATOWSKI ALSO CONFERRED WITH VICE PREMIER AND PLANNING 
COMMISSION CHAIRMAN MIECZYSLAW JAGIELSKI, WHO WAS HIS OFFICIAL 
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HOST, WITH FOREIGH MINISTER OLSZOWSKI, AND HEALTH MINISTER 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 

SLIWINSKI, ACCORDING TO THE PRESS. PONIATOWSKI ASLO VISITED 
WROCLAW AND KRAKOW, WHERE HE SAW HISTORICAL SITES AND 
MEMENTOS RELATED TO HIS CELEBRATED POLISH FOREBEARS, 

AND POZNAN, WHERE HE WAS AN HONORED GUEST AT THE NATIONAL 
HARVEST FESTIVAL ATTENDED ALSO BY GIEREK AND THE TOP LEADER- 
SHIP. 

2. JUDGING FROM PRESS ACCOUNTS AND VIEWS SO FAR OBTAINED 
FROM DIPLOMATIC SOURCES, ONE OF THE MAIN PURPOSES OF THE VISIT 
WAS TO PREPARE FOR THE EVENTUAL ONE OF PRESIDENT GISCARD 
D'ESTAING, WHOSE ACCEPTANCE OF GIEREK'S INVITATION WAS 
FORMALLY CONVEYED BY PONIATOWSKI TO THE FIRST SECRETARY 
DURING THEIR MEETING. ADDITIONALLY, THE GROUNDWORK WAS 
APPARENTLY LAID FOR CONINUTED ECONOMIC COOPERATION. ONE PROJECT 
REPORTEDLY DISCUSSED INVOLVES FRENCE ASSITANCE IN THE DEVELOP- 
MENT OF THE FUTURE LIBLIN COAL REGION IN RETURN FOR A SHARE OF 
THE COAL EXTRACTED. A SEPARATE NEWS REPORT APPEARING IN THE 
PRESS HERE DURING PONIATOWSKI'S STAY DISCUSSED 

PROBLEMS FRANCE AND OTHER WEST EUROPEAN NATIONS HAVE HAD IN 
EXPANDING THEIR OWN COAL OUTPUT. TRYBUNA LUDU'S PARIS 
CORRESPONDENT CITED IN A SUBSEQUENT REPORT POLANDS INCREASED 
COAL EXPORTS TO FRANCE IN EXCHANGE FOR FRENCH ELECTRONICS AND 
OTHER EQUIPMENT AS A MAJOR INFLUENCE ON THE OVERALL EXPANSION 
OF FRANCO-POLISH TRADE. THE FRENCE FIRM THOMSON-CSF IS POLANDS 
LEADING WESTERN PARTNER IN SEMICONDUCTOR PRODUCTION AND 
TEHCNOLOGY, AND NEGOTIATIONS FOR EXPANSION OF 
THOMSON'S ACTIVITIES HERE HAVE INTENSIFIED SINCE THOMSON 
PRESIDENT PAUL RICHARD AND DIRECTOR PHILLIPP GISCARD D’ ESTAING 
VISITED POLAND IN JUNE. 

3. SINGLED OUT AMONG MAJOR POLITICAL TOPICS ADDRESSED WAS 
CSCE, BUT THE PRESS GAVE LITTLE INDICATION OF THE CONTENT OF 
THE DISCUSSIONS. AS A SIDELIGHT, WHOEVER, VISITING LE MONDE 
EDITOR ANDRE FONTAINE GAVE HIS OWN IMPRESSIONS IN AN UNUSUALLY 
FRANK INTERVIEW PUBLISHED BY ZYCIE WARSZAWY THE DAY OF PONIATOW- 
SKI'S ARRIVAL. THOUGH DELCARING HIMSELF AN "ABSOLUTE OPTIMIST" 

CONCERNING THE FUTURE OF FRANCO-POLISH RELATIONS, FONTAINE NOTED 
THAT THERE REMAIN "MANY DIFFICULTIES TO RESOVE" BEFORE A 
EUROPEAN SECURITY AGREEMENT CAN BE REACHED. 
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4. PONIATOWSKI, ASSESING HIS VISIT IN A PRESS CONFERENCE 

JUST PRIOR TO DEPARTURE, STRESSED THE "FRIENDLY, CONSTRUCTIVE" 

ATMOSPHERE OF THE TALKS, POLANDS POSITION AS SECOND AMONG 
FRANCES SOCIALIST-CAMP TRADE PARTNERS, AND POLANDS IMPRESSIVE 
ECONOMIC AND INDUSTRIAL POTENTIAL, WHICH HE SAID OFFERED 
"INTERESTING PROSPECTS" FOR FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF BILATERAL 
COOPERATION. THE CENTRAL PRESS HERE ON SEPTEMBER 12 REPORTED 
THE PREVIOUS DAYS FRENCH CABINET DISCUSSION OF THE 
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PONIATOWSKI VISIT, EMPHASIZING GROWING ECONOMIC TIES AND 
INDICATING THAT GISCARD D' ESTAING WOULD "MOST PROBABLY" VISIT 
POLAND IN THE FIRST HALF OF 1975. IT WAS FURTHER REPORTED THAT 
FOREIGN MINISTER SAUVAGNARGUES AND THE AGRICULTURAL AND HEALTH 
MINISTERS WOULD ALSO PAY VISITS TO POLAND. 

5. COMMENT: BY ALL APPEARANCES, PONIATOWSKI'S VISIT SIGNIFI- 
CANTLY REINFORCED POLANDS FAVORABLE DEVELOPING RELATIONS WITH 
FRANCE, WHICH IT WAS POSTULATED AS THE KEYSTONE OF ITS POLICY 
TOWARD 

WESTERN EUROPE. 

DAVIS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, COAL, MINISTERIAL VISITS, SOCIAL RECEPTIONS, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, TRADE 
AGREEMENTS, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 13 SEP 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: garlanwa 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974WARSAW05552 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740256-0267 
From: WARSAW 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740945/aaaabmir.tel 

Line Count: 127 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: garlanwa 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 30 APR 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <30 APR 2002 by ifshinsr>; APPROVED <02 JUL 2002 by garlanwa> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PONIATOWSKI VISIT TO POLAND, SEPT 5-9 
TAGS: ETRD, PFOR, PL, FR, (PONIATOWSKI, MICHEL) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



